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NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LIQUOR COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING – JUNE 14, 2006 
 
 

PRESENT: Chairman Anthony Maiola and Commissioners John Byrne and Patricia 
  Russell; John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales; Craig Bulkley, 
  Bureau Chief of Administrative Services; Eddie Edwards, Chief of 
  Enforcement; Howard Roundy, Director of Information Technology; 
  Kathleen Hass, Director of Purchasing; Peter Engel, Director of Store 
  Operations; Evie Taft, Human Resources Administrator; Steven Slovenski, 
  Legal Counsel; Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist; Nicole 
  Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist; George Tsiopras, Chief Financial 
  Officer; Doreen Wittenberg, Administrative Services.  Guests:  Brian Law, 
  Law Warehouses; Al Picconi, Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc.;  
  Councilor Deborah Pignatelli; Senator David Gottesman; six other citizens  
  representing the City of Nashua. 
 
 Councilor Deborah Pignatelli addressed the possible closing of the present location of 
Store #27 in downtown Nashua.  She distributed letters received from various Aldermen and 
21 out of 28 Representatives from Nashua opposing this, as well as several e-mails she 
received.  She spoke about revitalization efforts the downtown area and how the closing of 
the store would affect those customers with no means of transportation.  Although she 
believes the new proposed location should be opened, she also supports keeping the present 
location open.   
 
 Senator Gottesman said he is keeping an “open mind” on the subject and believes all 
information should be heard and evaluated in order to make the best business decision. 
 
 Don Dyer, former Alderman, Jane Clemmons and Representative Betty Laski all 
expressed their support for keeping the downtown Nashua store operational. 
 
 Commissioner Maiola commented that he has attempted to get funds to open the new 
location.  Commissioner Russell explained why the new location was being considered, and 
this would be a lateral move for the employees.  She encouraged everyone to take a look at 
the location and to support efforts to obtain funding approval from the Legislature.  
Councilor Pignatelli asked George Tsiopras to keep her informed regarding funding, and said 
she would work with the Fiscal Committee to obtain money. 
 
I. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
 1. Financial Reports 
 
 A. Weekly, Year-to-Date Sales Reports: 
 
 Total sales for the week ending June 11, 2006 increased by 9.2% or $724,599 

over the same week last year, and also increased for the year by 5.84% or 
$21,736,792.   
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 Following this meeting, Craig will meet with the Law contract committee.  In 

addition, there will be a meeting of the Capital Budget Committee pertaining 
to the Commission next Monday, June 19 at 1:30 p.m.  There will also be a 
meeting Monday at 9:00 a.m. with SEA representatives regarding the Fair 
Share Agreement, which Craig will keep everyone posted on. 

 
 Work continues with Risk Management.  Craig received another letter from 

Hanover Insurance regarding the employee bond.  The Commission is still 
trying to recoup about $37,000. which was lost as a result of the occurrence.   

 
 The current W-6 Expense Budget Activity Variance Report shows the year to 

be at around 95% expired, with total budget expenditures at about 92%.  An 
additional $105,000 has been received and added to the operating budget to 
pay utility bills.  Accounting is waiting for further directions regarding the 
benefits category.  Otherwise, all other accounts seem to be holding up well. 

 
           2.          IT Report 
 
 Last week at this time Howard gave a presentation on the Commission’s 

website for which a reward was received from the NCSLA at their meeting. 
 
 The Lane sign on has been a problem for a couple of weeks.  IT staff have 

now created a resolution which changes the timing for sign-on from an hour 
or more to about four to five minutes.  This should go faster once everyone 
goes through the process. 

 
 There have been difficulties with the PLU customer files since last Friday.  

Howard thinks they finally have a handle on this.  Last night no more than 10 
stores were affected versus 40 to 50 stores previously experiencing problems. 

 
 The RITA access problem has been resolved by Paymentech. 
 
 A preliminary disaster recovery test will be performed today.  However, it will 

be about a month or so before a full test can be done. 
 
  
           3. Human Resources Report 
 
 Evie, John Bunnell and Peter will be doing training sessions for the next 

several weeks on sexual harassment and management for assistant managers.  
Meetings are arranged by supervisors’ areas to ensure that everyone gets 
trained.  However, if someone does miss a session, they can attend one in 
another area. 

 
II.          MARKETING & SALES REPORTS 
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              1. Store Operations 
 
 Total store sales for the week ending 6/11/06 were up 4.22% or $248,862.58. 
 
 Peter reported that installation of the new floor at Store #66 Hooksett has been 

pushed back until Monday of next week because the tiles have not yet been 
received. 

 
 Store #4 Hooksett, which received some water damage last week, is pretty 

much back to normal.  Damaged products have been affidavited and are now 
in storage in the Concord warehouse awaiting destruction, which will be 
supervised by Enforcement personnel.  John Bunnell said an attempt will be 
made to recover the taxes paid on these damaged products, which were worth 
around $30,000.  He will let the Commission know when approval is received. 

 
           2. Purchasing Report 
 
 Kathy distributed the most current out-of-stock warehouse report. 
 
           3. Merchandising Report 
 
           A. SPIRITS: 
 
           1) Test Market Products: 
 
 a. Test Market Request (Paul Masson Grand Amber VSOP): 
  
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Horizon 
Beverage Company/Canandaigua Wine Company for a new test 
market listing for Paul Masson Grand Amber VSOP, 750ML size 
(assigned new Code #4313), as recommended by Richard Gerrish, 
Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, 
Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
                        b. Test Market Request (Stinky Gringo Margarita): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Perfecta Wine 
Company/United States Distilled Products for a new test market listing 
for Stinky Gringo Margarita, 1.75L size (assigned new Code #5535), 
as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 
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                         c. Test Market Request (Juniper Green Organic Gin): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Perfecta Wine 
Company/Bramley Distillers, U.K. for a new test market listing for 
Juniper Green Organic Gin, 750ML size (assigned new Code #3473), 
as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                                   d. Test Market Request (Montezuma Gold Tequila): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission deny a request from Southern Wine & 
Spirits of N.E., Inc./Barton Brands, Ltd. for a new test market listing 
for Montezuma Gold Tequila, 1.75L size, as recommended by Richard 
Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, 
Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
                                   e. Test Market Request (Mr. Boston Cherry & Ginger Brandy): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission deny a request from Southern Wine & 
Spirits of N.E., Inc./Barton Brands, Ltd. for new test market listings 
for Mr. Boston Cherry Brandy and Mr. Boston Ginger Brandy, 1.75L 
sizes, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                                   f. Test Market Result (Codes #4491, #5176, #5177 & #5178): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve specialty status for Code #4491, 
Marquis de Saint Loup Calvados, 750ML size, as this item exceeded 
the gross profit required for specialty item consideration at the 
conclusion of a six-month test market period; and approve the delisting 
of the following three (3) spirit codes which failed to achieve both 
their respective required gross profits and specialty item gross profits 
at the conclusion of a six-month test market period, as recommended 
by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by 
John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales:  Code #5176, 
Meletti Sambuca; Code #5177, Meletti Anisette; and Code #5178, 
Meletti Limone, 750ML sizes.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
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           2)          One Time Buy Requests: 
 
                         a. Pear William & Kirsch Eaux-de-Vie, 200ML: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Pups Cider 
Company/Westford Hill Distillers for the Commission to make a one-
time purchase of 30 cases each of Pear William, 200ML size (assigned 
new Code #5006) and Kirsch Eaux-de-Vie, 200ML size (assigned new 
Code #5007), as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                         b. 10 Cane Rum, 50ML: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission deny a request from Southern Wine & 
Spirits of N.E., Inc./Moet Hennessy USA for the Commission to make 
a one-time purchase of 29 cases of 10 Cane Rum, 50ML size, as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted.  

 
                                     c. Jose Cuervo Citrico, 50ML: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission deny a request from Southern Wine & 
Spirits of N.E., Inc./Diageo North America for the Commission to 
make a one-time purchase of 48 cases of Jose Cuervo Citrico, 50ML 
size, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist 
and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  
The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                      3)          Discontinue Product (Kings Crest 25 Year Old Scotch): 
 

                 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 
that a recommendation from Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist, 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales, to 
discontinue Code #2647, Kings Crest 25 Year Old Scotch, 750ML size due to 
a price increase effective in August be denied and referred back to Marketing 
until the end of the calendar year.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          4)          Mark Down of Discontinued Product: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve reductions in retail price for twenty (20) 
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     discontinued (delisted) spirit items and recommended mark down prices, as 

recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred 
by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
          5) July – August Sweepstakes (So. Wine & Spirits/Diageo): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., 
Inc./Diageo North America to conduct an Exxon/Mobil Gas Card 
Sweepstakes during July and August 2006, with winners to be draw on 
September 22, 2006, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & 
Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          6) August Special Offers: 
 
 a. 7 items – Perfecta Wine Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Perfecta 
Wine Company, based upon depletions for seven (7) spirit items, to be 
featured on sale during August 2006, as recommended by Richard 
Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, 
Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
                         b. 3 items – Pine State Trading Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Pine State 
Trading Company, based upon depletions for three (3) spirit items, to 
be featured on sale during August 2006, as recommended by Richard 
Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, 
Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
                         c. 3 items – M.S. Walker N.H. 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from M.S. Walker 
N.H., based upon depletions for three (3) spirit items, to be featured on 
sale during August 2006, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits 
Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of 
Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
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                          d. 49 items – Executive Wine & Spirits: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Executive 
Wine & Spirits, based upon depletions for forty-nine (49) spirit items, 
to be featured on sale during August 2006, as recommended by 
Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John 
Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
                          e. 28 items – Martignetti Companies of N.H.: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Martignetti 
Companies of N.H., based upon depletions for twenty-eight (28) spirit 
items, to be featured on sale during August 2006, as recommended by 
Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John 
Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
                          f. 111 items – Horizon Beverage Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Horizon 
Beverage Company, based upon depletions for one hundred eleven 
(111) spirit items, to be featured on sale during August 2006, as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                          g. 15 electronic items – Horizon Beverage Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers received 
electronically from Horizon Beverage Company, based upon 
depletions for fifteen (15) spirit items, to be featured on sale during 
August 2006, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                          h. 241 items – Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc.: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Southern 
Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc., based upon depletions for two hundred 
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 forty-one (241) spirit items, to be featured on sale during August 2006, 

as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                           i. 18 electronic items – Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc.: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers received 
electronically from Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc., based upon 
depletions for eighteen (18) spirit items, to be featured on sale during 
August 2006, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          B.          WINES: 
 
                         Nicole announced that e-mails were sent out yesterday and received by e-mail 
                         customers around 2:10 p.m. regarding arrival of the Bordeauxs.  She thanked 
                         both Kathy and Brian for their efforts. 
 
           1)            Increase Distribution on Gnary Head Zinfandel: 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 
that the Commission approve a request from M.S. Walker, NH to expand the 
distribution of Code #42462, Gnary Head Zinfandel, by placing three 
absolutes in Cluster 1, 2 and 3 stores, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, 
Wine Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of 
Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                       2) Appeal of Removing from Retail Trove 3 Liter Box Wines: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission deny an appeal from Pine State Trading Company 
regarding the removal from retail of Trove 3 Liter Box Wines, as 
recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and concurred 
by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
                        3) Results of the Test on Arnold Palmer: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission delist (remove from retail) Code #41943, Arnold 
Palmer Chardonnay and Code #41942, Arnold Palmer Cabernet due to low 
gross profit and sales volumes, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine  
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 Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of 

Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
 
                         4) Test Market Requests: 
 
 a. Mark West Chardonnay: 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 
Maiola, that the Commission deny a request from M.S. Walker, NH to 
test market Code #40193, Mark West Chardonnay, as recommended 
by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and concurred by John 
Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
                           b. Seven Heavenly & Sixth Sense: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Wineberries, Ltd. 
to test market Code #41157, Michael David Sixth Sense Syrah by 
placing three absolutes in all Cluster 1 stores and in Stores #55 
Bedford and #60 West Lebanon, but deny a request from  
Wineberries, Ltd. to test market Code #39334, Michael David 
Chardonnay, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                           c. Chateau Pesquie: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission deny a request from M.S. Walker, NH to 
test market Code #35049, Chateau Pesquie, as recommended by 
Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and concurred by John 
Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
                           d. Cavit 1.5 Liter Riesling: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Martignetti 
Companies of N.H. to test market Code #43365, Cavit Riesling, 1.5L 
size, by placing three absolutes in all Cluster 1 stores and in Stores #55 
Bedford and #60 West Lebanon, and also approve the removal of Code 
#33987, Cavit Cabernet Sauvignon, 1.5L size from retail, as 
recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and  
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 concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 

motion was unanimously adopted. 
 
                           e. Two South African Wines: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from M.S. Walker, 
NH to test market Code #42162, Beyond Sauvignon Blanc by placing 
three absolutes in all Cluster 1 stores and in Stores #15 Keene, #23 
Conway, #49 Plaistow and #60 West Lebanon, but deny a request 
from M.S. Walker, NH to test market Code #42818, Excelsior 
Paddock Shiraz, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                          f. Six Argentina Wines: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Wineberries, Ltd. 
to test market Codes #41405, La Posta Malbeck, #41411, Budini 
Malbec and Code #41414, Crios Bonarda Syrah by placing three 
absolutes in all Cluster 1 stores and in Stores #15 Keene, #23 Conway, 
#49 Plaistow and #60 West Lebanon, but deny a request from 
Wineberries, Ltd. to test market Codes #41404, Mapema Prima Zona, 
#41415, Crios Cabernet Sauvignon and #42954, La Posta Bonarda, as 
recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          5)          Primary Source Submissions (6 exclusive agent; 51 imported): 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 
that the Commission approve the listing of six (6) wines items which are 
offered by the exclusive marketing agent and fifty-one (51) wine items which 
are imported, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist 
and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                       6) August Special Offers: 
 
 a. 3 electronic items – R.P. Imports: 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 
Russell, that the Commission approve special offers submitted 
electronically from R.P. Imports, based upon depletions for three (3) 
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 wine items, to be featured on sale during August 2006, as 

recommended by Nicole Brassard, and concurred by John Bunnell, 
Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
                           b. 2 electronic items – Horizon Beverage Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission special offers submitted electronically by 
Horizon Beverage Company, based upon depletions for two (2) wine 
items, to be featured on sale during August 2006, as recommended by 
Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and concurred by John 
Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
                           c. 6 electronic items – Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc.: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission special offers submitted electronically by 
Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc., based upon depletions for six 
(6) wine items, to be featured on sale during August 2006, as 
recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
III.        ENFORCEMENT & LICENSING REPORT – No report. 
 
IV.        CHAIRMAN’S REPORT & LATE ITEMS 
 
             1.          Bailment Requests: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a previously reviewed requests for bailment 
releases/transfers dated June 8 through June 14, 2006.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
              2. Coupon Approvals: None. 
 
              3. Late Items/Other: None. 
 
V.         EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
             The meeting was adjourned and the Commission went into non-public session at 
             1:45 p.m. 



djh   W:\MINUTES\comm_minutes_2006-06-14.doc 

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LIQUOR COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MEETING – JUNE 14, 2006    Page Twelve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
     Anthony C. Maiola, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
           
     John W. Byrne, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
           
     Patricia T. Russell, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/D. Hartford 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
   


